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experience of civic affairs, the Government of Lord Reay had the
wisdom to appoint Pherozeshah as an "additional" member. The
appointment was received on all sides with cordial approval The
Bombay Gazette spoke of it as "a very appropriate recognition of
ability shown in many fields," and particularly referred to Pheroze-
shah's moderation and independence. The Indian Spectator, con-
ducted by the late B. M. Malabari, a journalist and social reformer of
considerable note, was equally appreciative. "In Mr. P. M. Mehta,
the Bombay Government secures for its Legislative Council a worthy
man. His talents, breadth of views, and public spirit make him one
of the very best native members the Bombay Council has had."
The Bill in the shape in which it was introduced was in many
respects of a retrograde character. It sought to enlarge the authority
of the Commissioner at the expense of the Corporation, and it
reserved to Government powers of initiative and interference in
various matters, which ought rightly to fall within the province of a
local body. Strangely enough, the men responsible for this illiberal
measure were not reactionaries in any sense. At the head of the
administration was a Governor who had come with the reputation
of a man of wide culture and sympathies. The official sponsor of the
Bill, Mr. Naylor, was a just and fair-minded civilian, open to convic-
tion, and without the prejudices of his caste. And yet, the measure,
evolved after years of consideration and criticism, lacked the essen-
tials of a satisfactory scheme of local self-government. The fact was
that the original framework was that of Mr. Ollivant, who could
not entirely divest himself of the point of view of the class to which
he belonged, and in the Bill submitted to the Council, the principal
features of his scheme had been retained, Mr. Naylor claimed for tiie
Bill, that it was designed wto secure to the citizens of Bombay tbe
greatest possible efficiency in municipal service with the most com-
plete possible control over expenditure." Mr. Telang, on dbe other
hand, pronounced it to be "a retrograde measure, so retrograde,
indeed, that if on voting I had to make my choke merely between
this Bill and the old kw, I should unhesitatingly give my voice in
favour of the law as it at present exists, with all its aaoiBalles, Its
laxities of phraseology and its conflicts of jurisdiction,*
Such was the character of the Bill when it was referred to a Select